


The Ecole Sam Livingston School Council is a 100% volunteer
charitable organization whose primary purpose is ensure and
enhance the educational experience of all students attending the

school. We do this in two significant ways.

One, we are a voice for the parents in the exchange of
information, goals, and ideas with school administration. At
each council meeting, Principal Susan Wright updates the
parents on all subjects related to the education of our children.

This can range from new CBE mandates to answering questions

from parents brought forward through school council.

Two, we are an active, inclusive group organizing multiple

fundraising and school spirit events throughout the year
providi ng our children with what we think is a valuable and
memorable first experience in public education. This handbook
will reveal all those events we produce or assist with and provide

you with the information needed to understand them and,

hopefully, suppor tand participate in them.

Andguesswhat? Youodre already . Bveryngarait efr

a student enrolled at  Ecole Sam Livingston School is a member

of the school council and is welcome to attend meetings,
volunteer for our events, and even run for board p ositions. In

fact, we heartily encourage you to do all three!

MEETINGS

School Council meetings are held once per month at the school

in the evening. The AGM is held in May.



School council could  not operate without the generous efforts
and time of caring, engaged parents stepping up to take on the

many important positions that help us function. Below are listed
the council officers for the current school year along with contact

emails for each. Do not hesitate to contact them at any time.

Chair ecolesamchair@gmail.com

Madelyne Porter

Vice Chair ecolesamvicechair@gmail.com

Sarah McKenna

Treasurer ecolesamtreasurer@gmail.com
Audrey Arnal
Secretary ecolesamsecretary@gmail.com

Sheila Hobday

Volunteer Coordina tor s ecolesamvolunteer@gmail.com

Sarah McLellan
Michelle Thorburn

Room Parent Coordinator ecolesamvolunteer@gmail.com

Kristine Nephin

Community/Spirit Coordinator ecolesamspirit@gmail.com

Stacey Schaub - Szabo

Envirolab  Coordinator ecolesamenvirolab@gmail.com

Janelle Gaudet

Casino Coordinator ecolesamcasino@gmail.com
Gillian Pallas
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Popcorn Day Coordinator
Sarah McLellan

Kristine Nephin
Michelle Thorburn

Movie Night  Coordinator
Krista McRae

Calendar Coordinator
Christine Steller

Fun Lunch Coordinator
Roxane Morrison

Fundraising Team

ecolesampopcorn@gmail.com

ecolesamfunlunch@gmail.com

ecolesamfundraising@gmail.com

Website communications@ecolesamlivingstoncouncil.org

Jamie Schmidt

Auditors
Kim Gobeil

Michelle Thornburn

There are many additional roles on council that require your

help. We are also happy to see new faces join our eager group

of volunteers. If you are interested in any of the officer positions

or other roles on council, you can find descriptions for each here:

http://ecolesamlivingstoncouncil.org/wp -

content/uploads/2016/04/School

-Council - Positions.pdf
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School council strongly believes that a fun atmosphere is key to
a successful education. There  fore we strive to provide a
multitude of awesome events both big and small throughout the

school year for the enjoyment of kids and families alike.

FUN LUNCHES

Healthy eating is vital to the wellbeing of growing, learning

children but a special treats are also deserved. Once per month
(not September) we organize a special lunch that the kids have

the option of purchasing. Past options have include d KFC, Dairy

Queen, Subway, Papa Johndés Pizza.

POPCORN DAYS

Another treat for the k  ids that happens once per month. Kids
can purchase a bag of freshly popped popcorn for their morning

snack. Bonus i popcorn will be free in June!

MOVIE NIGHTS

Four times each school year we host movies night in the gym.
Typically held on a Friday night, we put up a big movie screen
and watch a recent release or a beloved classic. Tickets are
available for purchase by students and their families and snacks

are available for purchase during the show.

HALLOWEEN DANCE

This may just be our biggest event of t he school year and is a
treasured tradition at Sam. On Thursday closest to Halloween

we decorate the school and put on a big dance and carnival of



sorts. There are crafts to make and cakes to win and a dance, of

course. Entry is free but bring coins to participate in the fun

CRAFT NIGHT

This is another of our popular traditions at Sam. Come join us at

the school and make  fun, seasonal crafts. This is a great way to
create gifts for loved ones . We have held this event in

November for the Christmas sea son and in spring for the

Mot her 6s Day/ Fat he rThespiribcommiteeatvays n .
does a fabulous job finding amazing crafts to make. You pre -
purchase the ones you wish to make and then you show up Craft

Night to assemble with your Sam friends

TRADE FAIR

The newest addition to our calendar, the Trade Fair was a

wonderful success in 2015 and we are hoping to build on that in

the spring of 2017. Come see local small business owners

peddle their wares whi  le getting familiar with our school and

community. This is a great way to do find a special gift for

Mot her 6s Day and Fatherdés Day. Food tr

as all our community neighbours. Admission is free.

SCHOOL CALENDARS

Each year we collect images of the fantastic artwork our

students create and use them in our annual school calendar.
Beautiful and functional, the calendar provides you with dates for

all important school events for the entire year. Pre -orders for

calendars are submitted at the end of the school year, but new



families (or those that forgot) are welcome to buy the calendar

at the start of the new school year when they are delivered.

This year we are trying something a little different. We are

migrating calendar purchases onto Healthy Hunger . Preorders

were not offered last spring. Volunteers will be present on the
first day of school to  sell them directly or once you have learned
your childés classroom you can register

Healthy Hunger.

WELCOME BACK TO SCHOOL BBQ

Brand new this year is our Welcome Back to School BBQ! Join
us in mid - September for delicious hot dogs and spend some time
mee ting the teachers, administration staff, and your fellow Sam

par ents. Watch for details on Facebook and our website .

PURCHASING!!!

The 2017 -2018 school year marks a momentous change in the
way school council collects money for ALL council offered
activit ies. Backpack mail is no more. Every event and item will

now be purchased through Healthy Hunger

Newcomers will need to set up their account with Healthy
Hunger and then add your students. Council volunteers will
begin populating Healthy Hunger with upcoming events such as
popcorn days, movies nights, calendar, Halloween Dance, and

Craft Night to name but a few.

Information about events will be dispersed via our website,

Facebook, and Twitter but always look to use Healthy Hunger for

payments!
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School is not all fun and games, of course, and assisting  our
fantastic educational staff at our wonderful school is the ultimate
a-) goal of our council. Volunteer help is essential, but in this day
= andage ,i t 6s money that matters and we pri
providing funding for many exception al initiatives that better our
I-l childrensod | ear rabomegndeeypnd that mamdated
and funded by the Calgary Board of Education

Take awalk around  Ecole Sam Livingston School, both inside

and out, and you will see the results of school council p rojects
from years prior all benefiting current students and those coming

inthe future. The ENVIROLAB ,the PLAYGROUNDS |, the
SMART BOARDS in every classroom, the trolleys of iIPADS , and
the gymnasium SOUND SYSTEM were all made possible

through the efforts  of school council and government grants.

Our latest major effort is funding the transition of our outdated

library to a modern LEARNING COMMONS . This includes the
removal of old -style PC workstations and stationary work tables

for more versatile and com  fortable furniture better suited to
working with tablets and engaging the students in small group

interactions as well as individual personal time.

SCHOOL SPENDING

Each school year, we provide the administration with
approximately $35,000 in funds to be used at their discretion
with our arms  -length oversite. This money is used for a variety

of items and events that broaden the education experience of

the children.  In the past this has included, but is not restricted

to, buses for field trips, classroom supplies, gym equipment,



musical instruments, cultural performances, conferences,

supplementary technology, and club appreciation rewards.

ALIEN IN - LINE SKATING

Each fall the kids enjoy learning or perfecting their in -line
skating skills thanks to this school council funded program where
Alien Inline comes to the school to teach the kids about this fun,

active pursuit.

TRICKSTER

This is one of the grander experiences your child will have at
Sam. Trickster is a theatre group who take up residency in the
school for an entire week. They engage with the kids in
curriculum relevant  theatrical activities all designed to help
foster learning through the arts. The result is a spectacular
presentation for families performed by all the students. These
are truly incredible shows and are loved equally by the audience

and participants. W e typically fund this once every two years.

This year we will be helping bring Direct or oSamdua

similar capacity to Trickster. This will be the first time for them
at our school s 0 Wwlto shybutGtiookb lkkevae mu c

fantastic program that the kids should love participating in.

SEMAINE DE LA FRANCOPHONIE

This is our annual week of celebrating French and Quebecois
culture. In addition to all sorts of cultural learning in the

classrooms, council assists by providing a fun reward known as

cabane asucre where the kids enjoy mapl e

S \


http://www.thedirectorscut.ca/

Of course, all this fun and as sistance requires money to
implement and we engage in several fundraising activities
throughout the school year . The overwhelming generosity of the
Sam community is integral to our ability to provide so much to

our children and we are sincerely grateful f or every penny given.

CASINO

This is by far our biggest fundraiser providing over $50,000 in

funds each time we do it. Every 18 months we provide

volunteer staff for two days of casino activities at a nearby

casino. This event is very important to our balance sheet and
requires many volunteers but it is also a terrifically fun and easy

adventure and an interesting experience for people watching.

ENTERTAINMENT BOOKS

This is our first big fundraising endeavour of each school year
and makes for a busy but enjoyable September. Students bring

home coupon books to sell to family, friends, and neighbours.

Sam gets a healthy percentage of all sales, typically earning over
$10,000 annually. Sam has also been the best -selling school in

all of Calgary with this program for several years running.

FUNDSCRIP

A smaller fundraising  program but one that runs year -round,
Fundscrip allows you to purchase gift cards and have a small
percentage of your purchase get reimbursed to t he school. The

program is incredibly simple, just go to the Fundscript website

and enter our Group Code F85BPT . A great way to help the


https://www.fundscrip.com/support-a-group

school while buying Christmas or Birthday gifts, teacher gif ts, or

even your weekly shopping purchases.

CHEQUE WRITING

|l f buying things isndét of iIinterest and
used elsewhere, we also gladly accept a cheque donation if you

prefer to help that way. Simply write a cheque made out to

ASLSC and send it to school in an envelope with your child and it

will get delivered to our treasurer.

SPIRIT EVENTS

OQur school spirit events are all conduc
expectation. We do not view them as fundraisers. That being

said, thanks to the enthusiasm and kindness of our families,

these events always  manage to make a small, but meaningful,

profit which is used to fund our enhanced learning activities.

IDEAS?

We are always open to new fundraising ideas. If you know of
one that could be an ideal addition to our roster of fundraisers,
by all means bring it to our attention. If you wish to champion

said fundrai ser |, al | the better. We 6 d



All of this would be impossible without the dedicated and

charitable support of the parents, dozens of whom give their

time to help run school council initiatives. We are forever
grateful to our parents for all they do and we encourage you
to get involved. Volunteering is a fun way to meet other

parents, get to know the teachers and the school, express your

creativity, and make a huge difference in the life of your child.
BUT , before you can help , YOU NEED POLICE CLEARANCE

This is especially important for new entrants to our school. Each
September many first  -time kindergarten parents arrive , eager to
get involved only to learn that they need police clearance first.

With the deluge of applications from the entire city  at the start of
every school year, you can appreciate that this can take a long

time to work through the system. We therefore implore you to

get your applications submitted asap!

Your first step is to come to the school where administration
staff will take down some information, photocopy two pieces of
identification and  then give youa CBE volunteer letter which
you need to com plete the police clearance. With that letter in

hand, you can then apply online with the police department.

Detailed information for all this can be found here on the CBE

website  and here on the school council website .I'f youobre
still confused or unsure of what to do, by all means , contact any

of the council members or drop by the school office. Everyone is

happy to help get you set up so you can be part of the amazing

experience your child is embarking upon.
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So, where do we need your help? Everywhere!

SOCIAL EVENTS

All our scheduled events require lots and lots of volunteers. Fun
Lunch, Popcorn Day, Halloween Dance, Movie Night, Trade Fair &

Craft Day all depend on volunteers to run smoothly.

FUNDRAISING

We need lots of volunteers, both daytime and overnight, to run a
successful casino. Entertainment books need your help selling,
of course, but volunteers are also needed to help collect money,

sort books, and deliver prizes.

ENHANCED LEARNING

Myriad opportunities exist for you to help us help the teachers.

All thes e extra -curricular learning initiatives require assistance

from parents in the classroom. From helping dress the kids for

inline skating to prepping materials for art projects to running a
station for Teacher6s Pet progr ams
at swimming lessons to accompanying classes on field trips, all
provide opportunities for parents

learning.

And by parents , | mean ALL parents. Dads are welcome and
encouraged to help too. This is especially poignant with ch ange
room duty where our almost exclusively female staff and

administration are limited in assistance.



Grandparents, aunts, uncles, and even older siblings are

welcome too, so long as they have police clearance.

TEACHER ASSISTANCE

Our teaching staff is terrific and we try to help them do what

they do best; teach. One service we provide is the Room
Parent . This is one volunteer parent from each classroom who
acts as liaison between the teacher and parents for community
class room s pecific information, finding volunteers for in class
activities and field trips, and organizing class contact lists to

facilitate playdates and the like.

STAFF APPRECIATION

We always try to thank the staff at Sam, both administrative and
teaching. Two way s in which we do this are by providing coffee
during the March conferences and providing a thank you lunch at
the end of the year. Both events require volunteers to prepare

and serve these well -deserved tokens of appreciation.

VOLUNTEER APPRECIATION

Wecert ainly donét forget our volunteers.
round and not only do we wish to thank you, but the kids do as
well. Each spring our graduating Grade 4s host Volunteer
Appreciation Tea in our gym. The kids dress up in their finest
and serve t he volunteers drinks and snacks in a show of

appreciation for their generous help throughout the year.



COMMUNICATION  with parents is vital to our success in finding
volunteers. Room Parents is an important link as is our council
webpage, our council Facebook page, and the school webpage.
Signing up for our email communications is invaluable in helping

us find you and  keep you informed.

There is, however, one other important spot to specifically find

VOLUNTEER OPENINGS and thatisthe  SignUp.com . Thisis

a handy website that allows you to sign up for volunteer

posit ions online. Events like the Halloween Dance and Trade Fair
require multiple volunteers and all positions will be shown on this
website. You just sign up for a spot and the event organizer will

know youdre able to help and wil/l

cont a


https://signup.com/group/465546832037

As we all know, somet i te¢hsgsthatmbke f e i1t 6s
the biggest impact. And while all the above activities and

ventures keep our school council busy and engaged, we are sure

to find time and a few dollars for the smaller things that help

complete the Sam experience.

TRAFFIC SAFETY

Parents at Sam have played a huge role in drawing attention to
the safety of our children around the school especially during
drop off and pick up times. All those changes to school zone
speed limits in the city were the result of tremendous effort by
Sam parents and council members. Each year we run a program

to inform parents about traffic safety around the school.

KINDERGARTEN ORIENTATION

The first day of school for a child is a big deal. For the parent of

that child i tds monume ndkathistransitéer t ry t o
as easy and informative as possible. Hence this handbook and

our website, but more importantly, we help run the Kindergarten

Orientation presentation each spring where parents of newly

registered kids for the upcoming school year can c ome learn all

there is to know about Ecole Sam Livingston School.

GRADE 4 GRADUATION

Trust me, 1toll happen fast. No sooner
kindergarten orientation and itoll seem
preparations for your chielsahdaok Wgr aduati o
want to help wish our graduates a fond farewell, so we help fund

a graduation ceremony for our Grade 4 students each spring.



TEACHER DEVELOPMENT

Sometimes we approach the teaching staff or they approach us

with important opportunities to help them help our kids. These
are typically special educational programs that require special
training for one or more of the teachers enabling them to

become skilled implementers of the program in question.

One such example of this beneficial co -operation b etween council
and teachers isthe  Girl Power & Good Guys Program . This s
a powerful program designed for our older students to help them

develop conflict management skills to create a culture of

kindness and respect as well as emboldening their self -
confidence, thereby establishing healthier relationships with their

peers and the world around them.

School Council felt this was a worthy endeavour and determined

to fund training for at least two of our teachers as facilitators of

the program. The hope is that moving forward Sam will always
have two teachers on staff capable of implementing this program

for the betterment of our pre -tween students.

A similar initiative occurred last year when the Grade 2 teaching
staff, with our support, test drove Mathletics , a wonderful new
platform for learning mathematics. This year we have enabled

the program to be rolled out to all grades.


http://ca.mathletics.com/

School Council has several outlets of communication which we
use to reach as many of you as possible. The best place to start

is our official website.

www.ecolesamlivingstoncouncil.org

Look around and hopefully you will find all the information you
are looking for . Most importantly, though, is the emall

sign -up form on the left hand side. Please fill that in as soon
as possible . This will include you in our weekly newsletter email

where we share all upcoming school coun cil event information.

We also have a Facebook gr  oup where information is shared ,
volunteer requests are often made, and friendly discussion of

school issues occurs.

www.facebook.com/groups/ecolesamschoolcouncil

You can also follow us on Twitter.

https://twitter.com/EcoleSamLSC

The school itself has a website with lots of information available.

http://schools.cbe.ab.ca/b354/

We have a link there hidden away in one of the drop down menus

which has some council information as well.

http://schools.cbe.ab.ca/b354/council.htm

Feel free to email any of the council board members with any
guestions or ideas you have. Or simply introduce yourself and
say hello if you see any of them around the school at events or

just hanging out at the playground.
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